
  Part One

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Date of Meeting: 23rd October, 2019

Reporting Officer: Interim Assistant Director 
Regeneration & Built Environment

(R)

Title: Low Carbon Barrow

Summary and Conclusions: 

This report provides Members with an overview of the Low Carbon Barrow 
project for which the Council is seeking European Union and Cumbria LEP 
funding.  The project is primarily dependent on external funding, but also 
requires matched funding to be secured from the Council, and agreement to 
be the accountable body for funding received.

Recommendations: 

To recommend the Council:-

1. To support the Low Carbon Barrow project;

2. To endorse the use of the Transformation Reserve for the Low Carbon 
Barrow project as the Council’s match funding and also to fund business 
case preparation required at the next stage of the bidding process;

3. To agree in principle that the Council be the accountable body for 
potential ERDF and Cumbria LEP grants subject to the required 
assessment by the Director of Resources; and

4. To delegate acceptance of any ERDF or Cumbria LEP grant offers to the 
Executive Director in consultation with the Director of Resources and the 
Chair of the Executive Committee.

Report

Together with Art Gene, the Council has prepared and submitted an outline 
ERDF and Cumbria LEP Local Growth Deal applications for a programme of 
improvements called “Low Carbon Barrow”. The programme comprises a 
range of interventions on the public estate and community initiatives to be 
delivered by the Council and Art Gene working closely with the Islands and 
Bays of Barrow Coastal Community Team.



The high level programme includes:

 Carbon Neutral Piel Island - delivered by Coastal Community Team, 
Barrow Borough Council and Art Gene

 Electric Vehicle charging stations - delivered by Barrow Borough 
Council

 Town Hall, Craven House and public buildings energy efficiency 
projects - delivered by Barrow Borough Council

 Barrow Public Housing Improvement Scheme - delivered by Barrow 
Borough Council

 Barrow HOME exemplar projects and Grant Programme - delivered by 
Coastal Community Team, Barrow Borough Council and Art Gene

 Barrow BUSINESS exemplar projects and grant programme - delivered 
by Coastal Community Team and Barrow Borough Council and Art 
Gene

 ‘Extreme Views’ delivering a programme of walks, talks, tours and 
special events and conferences to explore and engage a mix of local 
people - led Art Gene

 Special Low Carbon Demonstration Projects - led by Art Gene

The total cost of the programme would be c. £1,900,000 with funding sought 
from the following sources:

 ERDF (ESIF)

 Cumbria LEP (Growth Deal)

 Barrow Borough Council 

 Art Gene

 Grant Recipients

The contribution from Barrow would equate to c. £81,500 and would provide a 
contribution to the revenue costs of delivering the programme.

The outline ERDF application was submitted on 30th September, 2019, to 
meet the funder’s deadline.  If the application is shortlisted the Council would 
be required to prepare a full application by December 2019; further details of 
the programme would also be presented to the Executive Committee as a 
delivery plan. In parallel a business case seeking Local Growth Deal support 
has been submitted to Cumbria LEP. Any funding would be dependant on the 
ultimate success of these applications.

In order to be in a position to progress the project and comply with funder’s 
requirements and deadlines, Members are asked to support the Low Carbon 
Barrow project; to endorse the use of the Transformation Reserve for the 
project which has been agreed with the Director of Resources; to agree in 



principle that the Council be the accountable body for any ERDF and Local 
Growth Deal grant subject to the required assessment by the Director of 
Resources; and finally to delegate acceptance of any ERDF and Local Growth 
Deal grant offer to the Executive Director in consultation with the Director of 
Resources and the Chair of the Executive Committee.

(i) Legal Implications

The ERDF grant offer letter and any conditions would be reviewed.

(ii) Risk Assessment

A risk assessment of the project would be established at the full application 
stage.

(iii) Financial Implications

The financial implications are contained in the body of the report.  The future 
benefits of the energy efficiency impacts on the Council’s revenue budget will 
be developed at the full application stage.

(iv) Health and Safety Implications

The recommendation has no implications.

(v) Equality and Diversity

The recommendation has no detrimental impact on service users showing any 
of the protected characteristics under current Equalities legislation.

(vi) Health and Well-being Implications

The recommendation has no adverse effect on the Health and Wellbeing of 
users of this service.

Background Papers

Nil
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